St. Thomas’ C.E. Primary School

Newsletter
12.05.23

* Stars of the Week *

Stars of the week will be handed out on Monday

Events for the Week

Beginning
15.5.23
Monday

Ukulele lessons

Tuesday

Keyboard, strings and woodwind lessons
Emerald class trip to the Jewish Museum

After school multi skills for Y1, 2 and 3 (4.00pm
finish)

Wednesday

Guitar lessons

Swimming for Emerald class

Athletics Club for Y4 & 5 (4.15pm finish)
Thursday

Sapphire Class trip to the Neeli Mosque
Audition 1 for ‘Our School’s Goft Talent’
Friday

Brass lessons

Whole class Brass for Emerald Class

Audition 2 for ‘Our School’s Got Talent’

From the office...

Please ensure that school dinners
are ordered by midnight on
Sunday for the following week.
There is a new lunch menu
Check Wisepay for upcoming
school trips - Amethyst, Emerald
and Sapphire classes. T

There are outstanding consent
forms for Emerald and Sapphire
class trips
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Internet safety

At National Onfine Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted aduits should be aware of. Please vislt www.nationalonfinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Snapchat is a photo- andjvideo=-sharing app which also/allows users to chat with friends via text or audio.
Users can share imagesiand videos with specific friends; orithrough a ‘story’ (documenting the previous
24 hours) visible to their entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising it tolconnect with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even
larger audience,and emulate current trends, rivalling platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.
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Dr Claire Sutheriand is an online safety consultant, educator and
ressarcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying
and cyber safety policies for schools. She has written various
academic papers and carried out research for the Australian
ent comparing internet use and sexting behaviour of

young peopie in the UK, USA and Australia.
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SEXTING

Sexting continues to be a risk
assoclated with Snapchat. The app's
‘disappearing mumgn foolnrz
makes it ea. ’x teens
in particular) to share txpllc ima
on impulse. While these pictures
sappear - and the sender Is notified
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users have found alternative methods
to save images, such as taking
plctures with a separate device.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Amended: 04,07.2022




Snapchat and other social media

Snapchat and other social media apps have an age restriction of 13+. Primary school aged
children do not have the emotional and social skills to be able to use these apps properly.

They end up messaging things that they would never say, leading to ridicule and bullying
along with obscene language and threats.

If you do allow your child to have these apps, then please monitor them carefully.




Weekly class round up!

Ruby

Ruby class are coping really well with their new teacher. This week the children learned
about fime in maths, reading o’'clock and half past. The Year 2 children also went on to
quarter past and quarter to. They have found this quite tricky and the children would benefit
form help at home with this. They have continued their work using the book ‘Rapunzel’. This
week they focused on understanding the characters and writing from the point of view of
Rapunzel. In geography the children are leaning about Australia.

Opal

In science the children in Opal Class have been infroduced to different types of forces. Their
English work is still based on ‘Stig of the Dump’ and they have been busy writing letters to
Stig, with a focus on the features of a letter. The children have continued their work on
fractions. History was all about the Celts this week. In P.E. they are developing their cricket
skills with Mr Edwards. Finally, in R.E. they have continued their work on places of worship, with
a focus on different types of Christian churches.

Emerald Class

The children have continued their work on decimals and have started to work on division,
being infroduced to the ‘bus stop’ method. They have been planning an investigation into
states of matter in science and have been writing in role in their English lessons. In reading this
week, they have been predicting how a character might behave, whilst working on clauses
in grammar. Emerald class are also studying places of worship on R.E., but their focus was on
how people make a church. In history they are studying the Vikings and focused this week
on where they came from and where they travelled to. In their P.E. lesson with Mr Edwards,
they are developing their skills needed to play cricket and of course they are continuing with
their swimming lessons. Finally in French they have been working on their translation skills.

Sapphire Class

The year 6 children have had a hard week, sitting their national tests. They have coped well
with very challenging test papers. We are very proud of all of them for how they
approached this week. The year 5 children have spent time in other classrooms whilst the
year 6 completed their tests. The year 5 children have really enjoyed spending time in other
classes. The afternoons have been filled with last minute revision and having some
‘downtime’ between tests.




Book Recommendations

Each week we are going to be recommending 2 high quality children’s books to help you
when trying to choose books for your child.

Upper Key Stage 2

‘Malamander by Thomas Taylor

R N

THOMAS
TAYLOR

This is a fantasy novel and recommended for children in year 5 upwards
Years 2,3 and 4

‘Britannica First Big Book of Why' by Sally Symes and Stephanie Warren Drimmer

The perfect book for the inquisitive child. It is full of big, bold graphics and accessible larger
print.




Travelling Books

We are pleased to announce that we start our Travelling Books project today. Two children
from Amethyst, Ruby and Opal classes will be given a ‘Trunk’ suitcase to take home over the
weekend.

In the suitcase is a book to share, a journal, a blanket, a soft toy, a sachet of hot chocolate
and a small packet of biscuits. The idea is that parents share the book with their child in a
comfortable setting and enjoy a shared experience of reading together. The children then
record in the journal their experience of the book.

There are further ideas of how to share the book and fill in the journal in the suitcase.

We hope that this provides a positive experience for our families and goes a little way to
develop a love of reading amongst our children.







